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Church

What is the Church? 

The obvious answer is we are, we are the Church. Most of us never ask the question in the 
�rst place. How we view the church is very important because it will effect our expectations 
and our actions.

The Greek word for Church is the word Ecclesia, (from which we get ecclesiastical)
it means.

those called out
those called together
those called for

In Greek it spoke of a group of citizens called together, by a competent authority, for a 
speci�c purpose. In modern English the word Assembly, gives most of the meaning of 
Ecclesia. The Children of Israel are called the 'Ecclesia in desert'. He was in the assembly in 
the desert, Acts 7:38. God called the people out of Egypt, He called them together and He 
called them to be His special people. Ecclesia not only referred to the chosen group when 
they assembled, but also when they were apart. 

How does this de�nition of church apply to us?
Who called us together? 
What from? 
What for?

To understand the church in this light is to realise our importance and signi�cance.
God called us together and we have a destiny.

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that 
youmay declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
1 Peter 2:9
What does this verse tell us about the church?

Thirty times the New Testament refers to us as called.

Jesus said:
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. Matthew 16:18

thing. The big danger comes when we concentrate on the structure and forget that we are 
a living entity.

Living entities grow and reproduce themselves, by de�nition that is part of what it means 
to be alive. If, as a church we have life, we will grow it is part of the nature of the church. If 
on the other hand we have only rigor-mortis.…

Where does our life come from?
As a church what are the signs of life and death?

It is not enough to sit back and say “since we are alive we will grow so I don’t have
to do anything” we must also get rid of the things that inhibit our growth.
What does inhibit our growth?

What makes a church a good church?
What makes a church a bad church?
Will everyone agree on these?

What can you do to make church better?

Conclusion
It is not primarily what we do that makes us effective as a church it is what we are that is all 
important. All the outreach and witnessing in the world will do us no good if we do not 
have life. If on the other-hand we become what God wants us to be, our witness to the 
community will become natural and effective.

Do you agree?



Three views of the Church
Historically The Roman Catholics saw the Church as an institution with a �xed hierarchy. 
Leaders, buildings, rules. It was the perfect society and contained within itself all it could 
need.

Do you agree with this view of the Church?
What do you like about it?
What don't you like about it?

The Reformers (c1600, origin of the Protestant Church) were not happy with this view of the 
Church, instead they described it as the place where the Sacraments (Baptism & 
Communion) were administered and the Gospel correctly preached.

Is this view of the Church sufficient?
What are its strengths? What are its weaknesses?

Today we see the church as the Community of God’s people.
This community has two expressions; The universal (invisible) church believers from 
everywhere and every time. And the local (visible) church, a group of people who meet 
together in one place. (Like us for example)

How is this different from the previous two de�nitions?
What are its strengths? 
What are its weaknesses?

The emphasis of this last de�nition is on the people who attend the church rather than 
leadership or structure. Everybody who attends church is responsible for church. The 
emphasis is on equality and togetherness.

Under this de�nition who’s job is it to visit someone in hospital?
Does this mean that Churches don’t need leadership?
Why? Why not?

What happens if the congregation leave everything to the leadership?
Are there any dangers in this kind of approach?

This kind of approach to church has been very successful over the years. Sometimes it is 
rather alarmingly referred to as “body ministry”. More recently it has come under threat with 
the growing power of consumerism. There is a growing tendency to see church as a service 
provider. A place you go to receive rather than to commit, contribute and be involved.

Is this a good thing?
What dangers are there in this approach?
Are there any strengths in this approach?
What kind of a church is it likely to produce?

What is wrong with being a consumer?
Are there times when you may need to be?

Our de�nition of the Church is The community of God’s people.
Bearing this in mind which of the following is a Church?

 A denominational structure

 A central/local Administration.

 A building

 Christians together in worship

 Believers scattered throughout the town during the week

 Me as an individual believer

 A missionary team

 A missions organisation

 A youth group

 A home group

The Church is…

Ephesians 1v22-23

1 Timothy 3v15

John 15v5

Ephesians 5v27

Acts 20v28

Ephesians 2v19

What do each of these metaphors tell us about the Church?

Is the Church best described as..

 An institution

 An Organisation

 A living Organism

Yes the church is an organisation and an institution, to deny it is to deny the obvious (we 
need structure) but it is not primarily an institution it is a living organism. All of the above 
list speak of life and growth, (with the exception of the last one but even then we are called 
living stones, being built into a spiritual house 1 Peter 2v5.) The Church is a living growing 


