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If nothing else this verse reminds us that everything ends up with practical action. 
Because we love we are to do. None of this is internal to our heads or just academic.

There are several other things this passage implies, we must build into our relationship 
with God

Hear O Israel. Deuteronomy 6:3-4
What does it mean to hear the Lord?

For the Children of Israel hearing the Lord meant, hearing the commands that Moses 
gave them. But Deuteronomy is a very affirming book. The people also got to hear who 
God was and how He loved them. Deuteronomy 7:6-9 is a good example of this.

What are we to hear?
What does this require of us?
Why do we need to hear?
What happens if we don’t hear
How are we going to hear?
What stops us from hearing the Lord

Learn Deuteronomy 6:1
What did the Children of Israel have to learn?

The obvious answer is the material that Moses is giving them in Deuteronomy. But it is 
clear that God wants them to learn how to live in the land that He is giving them.

What do we have to learn?
What makes learning hard?
How do you learn?

Talk and Tell Deuteronomy 6: 7, 21
Who and what are we to tell?

Deuteronomy gives two answers.
We are to talk with our neighbours and family v7 and we are to tell our children v21.
What were they to talk to their neighbours about?
What are we to talk to our neighbours about?
What were they to tell their children?
What should we tell our children?

What effect will this have on us?
What effect will this have on them?

Why is it hard to talk and tell?

The things that Deuteronomy 6 tells us to do are all still very much a part of what it means 
to be a Christian today. Obeying, serving, fearing, keeping, learning and doing are all 
important but before any of these things we are to love God. And each of these things 
can only be truly done if we do love God.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
1 Corinthians 13:13 

Deuteronomy 6
Turn to Deuteronomy 6

This is a fascinating chapter. The Children of Israel are about to make their second attempt 
to enter the promised land. Moses is determined they will not fail a second time. He not 
only gave this second generation a second telling of the law, he also stressed the things 
that will bring success and failure. They are told not to be like the last generation who did 
not have the faith to believe God and they are told not to behave like the Canaanite who 
live in the land. In chapter 6 Moses de�nes what a good relationship with God looks like.

What is the most important verse in the New Testament?
This is an opinion! But most people are going to say John 3:16 the gospel in a nutshell.

What is the most important verse in the First Testament? 
Most people are going to answer with Deuteronomy 6:4-5

Love the Lord your God
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength.  Deuteronomy 6:4-5

The NT describes this as the greatest commandment Matthew 22:36-38. So does the 
Talmud and you would have been hard-pressed to have found a Rabbi that disagreed. 

Why do you think this is the greatest commandment?

The standard answer is that if your behaviour, attitudes and thinking show love for God, 
then you will naturally live a godly and ethical life, you will naturally obey all the other 
commands because they are all founded in a love for God. Jesus makes this point when He 
says that all the commands are founded on the two greatest commands Matthew 22:39-
40, cf Lev 19:18.

According to Jesus, if you love Him how will you behave? John 14:15

If you love Jesus how will you show it?

If you love God will you steal? Why? Why not?

If you love God will you commit adultery? Why? Why not?

The Rabbinic slant on this verse was slightly different. For them, it was love for God that 
motivated you to keep the other commands. If you did not love God you would never 
successfully keep the rest of the commands.
Do you agree?

You probably do, but people obey commands for a heap of different reasons; Fear of 
punishment, the desire to look good or because they want God’s blessing. In each case, 
the command is kept.

The point the Rabbis want to make is that when you obey because of love you obey 
differently. 



Keep His Commands Deuteronomy 6:17
What is the difference between keeping and obeying?

Obeying could be things that are speci�c to each of us personally. Keeping the command 
is something that is general.
Give some examples of commands we should keep.
(John 13:34, Mark 16:15)

What else should you keep?

Fear the Lord your God.  Deuteronomy 6:2, 13, 24.
What does it mean to fear the Lord?

The Hebrew for is more like old English than modern English. It means to be afraid of, just 
like in modern English, But like old English, it also meant to revere or to respect.

Which do you think is the meaning here?

How are we to respect God?
How do you show respect for God?

What things will you see in the life of someone who respects God?
What things will you �nd in the life of someone who does not respect God?

Do we ever �nd it difficult to respect God?
Why?  Why not?

The major meaning here is to revere God.
Are there times when we should be afraid of God?
If so when?

It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Hebrews 10:31

You probably gave a list, and you may then have observed that most of the list isn’t really 
true. Even when God disciplines us or has to act to get us back on track, these are for our 
bene�t so fear should not really be involved. We certainly should acknowledge that God is 
a powerful and dangerous God, but in the bible, this should lead to awe, not fear. Perhaps 
the only time to be afraid of God is on judgement day when you have failed to put your 
trust in Him.

Serve the Lord your God Deuteronomy 6:13
What does it mean to serve the Lord your God?
How do we do this?
Do we do this enough?
Does everyone serve in the same way?

What stops us from serving the Lord our God?

Serve in Hebrew means more than the English. Worship and serve are exactly the same 
word. (It also means work). So you could translate Deuteronomy 6:13 Worship the Lord 
your God. Serve is the best translation here. If it were translated worship we would think 
Moses meant singing or praising when what he means is much wider. Any work you do for 
God and sacri�ce you make is worship.
Why isn’t serving God the greatest command?

Do what is right and good in the LORD's sight,  Deuteronomy 6:18
What does this mean?
What things should we do that are right and good?
Why don’t we?
What stops us from doing what is right and good?

Take “You will not steal.”
If you obey this command from fear of punishment, how will it look? What effect will 
it have on you?
If you obey this command out of a desire to be blessed, how will it look? What effect 
will it have on you?
If you obey this command from love, how will it look? What effect will it have on you?

What does it mean to love God?
How do you love God?
How do you show that you love God?

How do you love God with all your heart?

How do you love God with all your soul?

How do you love God will all your strength?

De�ne “all”?

These questions can be answered two ways: What does it mean to love God will all your 
heart. This is a general answer for everyone. But you can also answer the question by saying: 
how it is that you love God with all your heart. Whichever you did, go back and do the other!

We associate heart with emotions (soul �ts emotions better here) but for the original hears 
heart meant their thoughts not their emotions. This could be why Luke adds a clause.

He answered, " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbour as yourself.' " Luke 10:27 

How do you love God with all your mind?

Soul, probably includes you emotional life, but the Hebrew means more, At broadest it just 
means the whole person, but more speci�cally it means you as an individual,  the things 
that make you you.
How do you love God individually?

Heart? Soul? Strength? Mind? 
Which do you do best?
Which is easiest?
Do we all need to love God the same way?
Why do you think it is God’s �rst desire that you love him?

Deuteronomy is written following the pattern of an ancient covenant document. This has 
led many to assume that love here means no more than loyalty – this would certainly be 
true if the word was Hesed which means covenant love (faithfulness, steadfast-love etc.). 
But the Hebrew is Ahev, which is the love within a family or between husband and wife. So 
love here really means love.
Do we �nd it difficult to love God?
Why might we �nd it difficult?
What might stop you from loving God?

Love is not the only thing we are told to do in this passage

Obey the Lord your God. Deuteronomy 6:3, 24, 26.
What are we to obey?
Why is this important?
What does it mean for you to obey God?
Why do we sometimes �nd this difficult?
What stops us from obeying God?

Why isn’t obeying the Lord the greatest command?




