
www.freedom.gen.nz
studies@freedom.gen.nz
Pastor Ray MoxhamBringing life, hope and freedom to people, communities and nations.

would have been minor. He bore the bulk of the risk himself.

The Rest of the Story
The tribute is paid
What does Ehud do next?
How does he do it?

Ehud was clever. Firstly he showed deference. Then he played on the king's ego. A secret 
special message from God. You could accuse him of using religion to manipulate! 

Often when people want something from you they will use the same kind of techniques. 
They will use �attery and have a secret message, just for you from God – Eglon would 
advise you to be very careful. 

Did he have a message from God?
What was it?

Eglon comes from the word for round and sound like the Hebrew for a fattened calf.
Was he? 
What made him so?

What happened when he gave the message?
How do you feel about this assassination?
How did Ehud escape?

Why did the servants wait?

This is a very unlikely story. There are lots of things that could have gone wrong and really 
only a small chance that Ehud would succeed.
Why did it work?

When he arrived there, he blew a trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went 
down with him from the hills, with him leading them."Follow me," he ordered, "for the LORD 
has given Moab, your enemy, into your hands." So they followed him down and took 
possession of the fords of the Jordan that led to Moab; they allowed no one to cross over. 
Judges 3:27-28
Did the troops know what Ehud was going to do in advance?

When one person is going somewhere, others will follow.

Ehud the Benjaminite 

Read Judges 3:12-30
This is a great story. 

First of all, it �ts into an overarching structure in Judges. This is called the Deuteronomic 
cycle. Israel does evil in the eyes of the Lord v12. So he allows one of the surrounding 
nations to dominate Israel, also v12. Israel cries out to God  v15. And God raises up a 
deliverer, called a Judge v15. The deliverer, with the help of God,  delivers the people v29. 
And the land has peace for the lifetime of the judge, in this case, 80 years, (two 
generations) the longest such period of peace v30. Then the whole things start again.

It is easy to get exasperated with this reoccurring theme and wonder why they did not 
learn from it.
Why didn’t they learn from it?

Do such patterns still happen in our lives?
For example?

Who were the oppresses this time?
How long were Israel oppressed by them?
How long does it take before you cry out to God?

What do you make of the verse that says that God gave them power over Israel?
Why would God do this?

Christians are very keen to be blessed by God and sometimes frustrated when God does 
not bless us.
What is God very keen on for us?

This is another way of asking what God’s priorities for our lives are. Or what He wants to 
achieve in us. We have a list of things we want from God and God has a list of things He 
wants for us.

Which list is more important?
Which list is ultimately for our bene�t?

What do you think God wanted for Israel at this time?



in and worked out how to do the assassination with the minimum of risk and the 
maximum chance of success. Being left-handed may have helped him smuggle the sword 
in and gain the element of surprise. (The Hebrew says, he was weak in his right hand, 
which we take to mean left-handed.) If so he used the resources that he had to his 
advantage. His weakness became his strength.
Others would have come up with a different plan. He did what worked for him.
Maybe others tried to divert him. “No Ehud you need to do it like this... the way Othniel 
would have done it… the way I would do it…. Lead with an army Ehud.
As a rule of thumb, the one taking the initiative has the right to chose the method.
Ehud was unique- he did his own thing.

What do you do when people try to tell you how you should do things?

It is always good to get advice and learn from others. But in the Christian life, there is 
seldom one right way to do something and God will use your skill set, abilities and 
inclinations.

What does the name Benjamin mean?
Benjamin means son of my right (hand) and Ehud is left-handed. This is a great example of 
the black humour Judges is famous for. Benjamin is a small tribe and Ehud is the odd man 
out. 
What are we being told?
How does this apply to us?

A Big Gap
Bible stories are short and often there are things we are just not told. These omissions are 
called narrative gaps, how well we �ll these gaps will change the way we read the story.
Did you notice any gaps here?

The biggest gap is that we don’t get any backstory. We do not know if the Elders of 
Benjamin were part of the plan. We have no account of an encounter between God and 
Ehud. We do not know whether God chose him for this task or he just saw the need and 
went for it. Gideon needed to hear several times from God before he acted. 
What do you think? Did he have a word from God or did he take the initiative?

When do you need a word from God?
When do you not need a word from God?

Did Ehud need a word from God to do what he did?
Would you have acted without one?

There are times when we should only act with a direct word from God. But often we just 
need to act on what is always the will of God. In these cases, the need to hear from God 
can become an excuse for not God’s will.

For example – It is always God's will for me to…. 

Like Ehud, we need to be courageous.
Like Ehud, we need to be prepared to act.
Like Ehud, we need to take risks.

If Ehud had failed there would probably have been repercussions for Israel, but these 

Two sets of answers. He wanted them to serve Him and to worship Him to live according to 
the commands he had given them and to be an example for the nations around them. He 
also wanted them to populate and enjoy the land He had given them. To expand and to be 
blessed. These are the same things Israel wanted also. The problem was; they were doing 
the wrong things to achieve them.

Is this still a problem for us?

Good things come to those who put God �rst.

Blessed are those whom God corrects; so do not despise the discipline of the Almighty. Job 5:17; 
Psalm 94:12; Proverbs 3:11-12; Hebrews 12:6-11.
What does this mean?

The passage mentions that Israel brought tribute to Eglon the king of Moab. This was the 
standard method of control. Rather than taking direct control of a nation with troops, the 
conquering king would make an agreement or treaty with the conquered nation. As a part 
of this, the nation is expected to give a large part of their harvest as a form of tax. In return, 
the people were left to rule themselves and avoid dying. The tribute was collected yearly.

What stands out for you about this story?

What do you think about Ehud? What was he like?

We know a lot about him. 
We assume he is already a leader, at least within Benjamin as he is the one who brings the 
tribute. He is obviously a man of courage. He has an iron nerve.

What risks did he take?

Ehud took action when nobody else did. Why?

Ehud seems to work alone. 
Why? 
What does this tell us about him?

The name Ehud seems to come from the Hebrew for one. Loner has been suggested as a 
translation. As the word for one can also go in the direction of unity, you could translate his 
name as ‘together’ or ‘united’. Maybe there is the idea of one on behalf of the many.

This is one of the big lessons from this story. We do not know if Ehud had others behind 
him, but in a world where team is everything. All it took was for one man to act out the 
courage of his convictions and change everything.

Delegating and teamwork are important but often nothing will happen unless one person 
will act on their passion and their calling. It is no good looking for others to do what God 
has placed on your heart. 

This is still true. Maybe you are that person.
How will you know? What will you do?

At one time in your life, at the very least, you will be that person. You will have to take your 
life, reputation, or money in your hands and do an Ehud.
He also planned his actions carefully. He prepared a sword, worked out how to smuggle it 




