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The Fatherhood of God
There are may descriptions of God in the Bible, He is our Lord, King, Saviour, Shepherd and 
Friend. Each of these words describe different aspects of our relationship with God.

What does it mean that God is our king? What implications does this have?

Father is one of the most basic of these. It is with the exception of Isaiah 9v6 His distinctive 
Trinitarian name. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Mathews 28v19 

It is used in both the First and the New Testaments. There are three basic groupings of 
verses. God is:

The Father of Jesus
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  1 Peter 1v3 
Psalm 2v7, John 8v54

The Father of all believers 
For you have one Father, and he is in heaven. Matthew 23v9 
Romans 1v7, Isaiah 64v8

The Father of everything
One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. Ephesians 4v6
James 1v17, Acts 17v28

Many verses fall into the �rst two categories, but very few into the last one. The bible is very 
reticent to call God the Father of every human being. Where it does so, it does it only in the 
sense that God is our Father because He created us. It was only in this sense that the Roman 
and Greek world understood the fatherhood of God (or the gods) The New Testament does 
not make God our Father because He created us. It makes Him our Father because in Jesus 
death on the cross He redeemed us, claimed us back and made us His own. When the NT 
talks of us being born into God's family it is talking about being born again not being born 
as a baby. The Bible describes this as 'adoption'. Romans 8v15,23, Galatians 4v5, Ephesians 
1v5.

The Bible is also careful to maintain the distinction between the �rst two groups.
Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my 
brothers and tell them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' " 
John 20v17

Why do you think this is?

There you saw how the LORD your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you 
went until you reached this place." Deuteronomy 1v31

What comes from the Father?
2 Corinthians 1v2
Ephesians 6v23

The Father heart of God
As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear 
him; Psalm 103v13
What does this mean?

Read Hosea 11
What kind of Father does this passage describe?

He called a little child, whom he placed among them. And he said: "Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, 
whoever takes a humble place--becoming like this child--is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. Matthew 18v2-4
What does this say about our relationship with God?

The Duty of Children
Malachi 1v6 If God is our Father how should we act?
Malachi 2v10 If God is our Father how should we act?
Malachi 3v17 If God is our Father how should we act?

"I myself said, " 'How gladly would I treat you like my children and give you a pleasant land, the 
most beautiful inheritance of any nation.' I thought you would call me 'Father' and not turn 
away from following me. Jeremiah 3v19

Discipline
My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD 
disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. Proverbs 3v11-12

Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines 
you. Deuteronomy 8v5

Read Hebrews 12v5-13

How does God Discipline us?
What does God what to achieve by disciplining us?
Discipline has two meaning to punish and to train. Which one is it here?
Why do we need discipline?
Is this God being judgemental or showing love?
How should we respond?



What advice would you give to someone who did have a bad father?

God's revelation of Himself as our Father is one of the most beautiful and signi�cant 
statement of Scripture. God is the perfect Father. He knows how to precisely balance love 
and discipline, encouragement and rebuke. He knows the best way to help us and always 
acts for our very best interests.
If it is hard to accept God as Father, don't think of your old father. Think of the perfect 
father, or think of the kind of father you would like to be. There is a whole new way of 
understanding God open to you and new relationship to explore.

If you don't recognise God as Father what are you going to miss out on?

Abba Father.
Read Romans 8v14-17 & Galatians 3v26-4v6

What do these passages tell us about God as a Father?
What does “Adoption” mean in these passages.
Why a Spirit of Adoption? Ephesians 2v18
What does it mean to be an heir of God?

The word Abba is an interesting word to use. Av is Hebrew for father. Abba is a more 
intimate personal word. It is the �rst name a baby has for their father, but it is not baby talk, 
it can equal well be used by a mature person. The best translation in English is Dad. (No 
adult called their father 'daddy' and the 'dear father' suggested by some bible scholars just 
does not work in New Zealand vernacular.)

Why do you think Paul uses Abba not Av?
What kind of relationship are we to have with our Father?
What do you think it means to be a part of God's Family?

In bringing many sons and daughters to glory,...Both the one who makes people holy and those 
who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters. Hebrews 2v10-11
What does this verse mean?

Our Father 
"This, then, is how you should pray: " 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Matthew 6v9
Why should we start praying by declaring the Fatherhood of God?
How does this change what follows?

Children of God
And, "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." 2 
Corinthians 6v18
What does this verse mean?

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And 
that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  Dear 
friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we 
know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 1 John 3:1-2
What does this verse tell us about our Father- Child relationship?
How does this verse make you feel?

Read Luke 11v9-13
Read Matthew 6v31-33
Read Matthew 7v7-11
What do these passages tell us about God as a Father?

God is not Jesus Father in the same way that He is our Father. For God to be God the Father 
and Jesus to be God the Son. 
Within the trinity Father-Son refers to a much more complicated relationship referred to as 
'Eternal Generation.'  This does not mean that God the Father and God the Spirit caused 
Jesus to exist, but that they continually cause Jesus to exist. (The best understanding of the 
trinity says that this is also true of each person, the trinity causes itself to exist.) 
Fatherhood for Jesus means that He is of the same nature, character  and substance as the 
Father. It de�nes relationship not genealogy.

By contrast the New Testament to call us Jesus brothers. Hebrews 2v11, Romans 8v17. 
Jesus truly is one of us.

In the First Testament the word Father is used of God just 15 times. He is the Father of Israel, 
Deuteronomy 14v1, Jeremiah 31v9. He is the Father of the King 2 Samuel 7v14. There are 
also comparisons between God and earthly fathers. Hosea 11v1-4, Malachi 1v6. God also 
calls Israel his child, son, �rst-born. Exodus 4v22. This idea was very common in the 
Judaism of the Jesus day. So it is no surprise that Jesus taught His disciples to pray “Our 
Father” This was a common phase in liturgy of the day. (Eg Our Father in Heaven, Our 
Father our King).

Jesus went beyond this – 100 times in John's gospel alone, Jesus calls God, my Father. 
While it was perfectly acceptable to call God our Father, to call Him my Father was to imply 
a personal relationship which was highly controversial. John 5v18.

What is the difference between:
Lord and Father?
Friend and Father?
Shepherd and Father?

What does it mean when you call God Father?
In what ways is God our Father?
What kind of Father is God?
If God is our Father what are we?
What do you think God wants us to understand when He calls Himself our Father?

Fatherhood implies relationship. It is a contradiction in terms to think of an impersonal 
God as Father. Father immediately suggests concern and interest, provision, protection 
and care. It does suggest an individual relationship rather than a collective one. It is a 
permanent relationship.

It also indicates a basis for acceptance. To approach an unknown God is a fearful thing, but 
to approach God as Father is a source of assurance and comfort. This does not mean we 
come to God lightly, a Father commands respect. When we sin we do not do so against 
and unknowing force but against a Father who deeply loves us.

For many people there is a problem calling God Father. We all have human fathers, some 
were good, some were not so good and some were terrible. The way our earthly fathers 
treated us tends to colour how we understand God as a Father.

Why is this?
This is true of all the pictures of God found in the Bible, not all shepherds, kings or friends 
are good. 
So why does this seem to be an issue only for God as a Father?




