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The result of Achan actions were defeat for Israel at the next battle.

Read Joshua 7:10-29
How would you describe Achan and his actions?

There are real similarities between the two characters.
• Both took and hid.
• Both take an oath.
• One saved her family the other destroyed his. 
• One showed covenant faithfulness the other unfaithfulness.
• One brought success to all, the other defeat to all.

They parallel each other.

Which one showed faith in God?

The two characters could not be more different.

Rahab is a women, a gentile and a prostitute. 
What do we expect from her?
Rahab ticks all the boxes for the last person in the world from whom we expect faith.
How did she show faith?

Achan is a male family leader from among the Israelites – the tribe of Judah.
What do we expect from him?
Achan ticks all the boxes for the kind of person we expect to be faithful.
What attitude did Achan show towards God?
What was he concerned about?

Which one shows covenant faithfulness?

The question is; what does true Israel look like?
Looking at Achan and Rahab, how would you answer this question?

Both Achan and Rahab actions not only effected themselves and their families but also 
the whole nation.

Expect faith in unexpected places?

Who do you identify with Achan or Rahab?
Most of us here (despite what you may have said) are Achan not Rahab.
If this is true what challenges do we face?
How might we do an Achan?

Redeeming Rahab
Read Joshua 2:1-16.
This is the story of Rahab.
The Israelites have come out of Egypt and have spent 40 years in the wilderness after 
failing to enter the promised land. They are now ready to enter the land for a second time. 
Once again spies are sent in to the land. This time not to describe the land but to work out 
the best way to invade.
Jericho is an ancient city and a natural barrier to entering the land.

Why did the spies go to the house of a prostitute? 
How much of a risk did they take in entering Jericho?
What was likely to happen if they were discovered?

Entering a prostitutes house is not quite as bad as it sounds. It was the most likely place 
they would not attract attention and could stay hidden.

How would you describe Rahab’s actions in this account?

Brave
Surprising
Clever
Leader

What did Rahab tell the king?
Was this true?
Was it OK for her to lie?

The account is clever and there is humour just beneath the surface. The spies are helpless 
and do not come across as especially competent. Rahab by contrast takes charge. The king 
has spies of his own but they are no match for Rahab and the kings troops are sent on a 
wild goose chase. She has no problem in getting the two men past the kings intelligence 
services. She tells everyone, including the spies, what to do. Everyone obeys.

Why did she choose to side with the Israelites?

It is clear that she had her own safety and that of her family primarily in mind.
Does it matter that her motives were not 100% pure?
It is not just that she is in fear of Israelite might, she is also in fear of the reputation of the 
Israelite God. This suggests a faith aspect to her choices as well as a personal one.



Why was it important that she and her family stayed in her house?

Obviously this was for practical reasons. The cord was a way for the troops to know that 
she was to be left alone and staying in the house was staying away from danger outside. 

Why scarlet?
Could it be symbolic?

There may be a connection to the Exodus account here. Blood on the door posts and the 
command to stay in the house.

If we consider this story as an account of someone coming to faith – how might it work?
What might the scarlet cord be?
What house do we have to stay in?

There are just a couple more points to make before Rahab is redeemed.
It may be coincidence but several features of this story; �ax, scarlet and care for family, also 
occur in Proverbs 31.
What is Proverbs 31 about?
If this is deliberate what are we being told?

It is very easy to discount someone because we think we know all about them. Especially 
when we can �x a title to them like prostitute. This passage takes a dim view of such a 
practice.

Several times Joshua is told to destroy all the inhabitance of the land Joshua 11:20; 
Deuteronomy 9:4-5. But there are only two main stories in Joshua and both of them show 
Canaanites being included in Israel rather than destroyed. This appears to be deliberate. 
Joshua is a complex book and it appears to have deliberate narrative (kill the foreigner) 
and counter narrative (accept those who believe) built into it. Part of the Gospel according 
to Joshua is that you can chose like Rahab to become a part of Israel.

The account leaves Rahab outside the Israelite camp Joshua 6:23, and then �nds a 
permanent place in Israel Joshua 7:25, but this is not where she ends up.

Where does she end up? Matthew 1:3
What other women are mention in this passage?
How did each get there?
What do they have in common?

This would be the end of the study if it were not for one of the bibles favourite literary 
devices.
The Bible likes to place two characters together to make a point – usually about faith. This 
is called a foil. (Think Abraham and Lot, Tamar and Potiphar’s wife, David and Saul, Mary 
and Zechariah). Rahab has a foil in this story.

Read Joshua 7:1
What did Achan do?
Why was it so bad?
What did he take? 7:21

What did coveting and greed do to him?
What does this tell us about his priorities?

It has been suggested that the silver was an idol.

Do we still have sel�sh motives in following Jesus?

What risk did she take?
How could the story have ended?

On what basis did she expect kindness to be shown to her? v12-14
Was this fair enough?
What attitude does she show in the way she uses the name LORD?
Why do the men agree?

Who is dependent on whom in this account?

How did the men escape?
The rope may have been used for hauling up �ax bails. It mirrors, but is not the same as, 
the cord she is to place in the window. 

The bible gives us some very con�icting accounts of Rahab so it is worth looking at her in 
some detail.

Firstly the name Rahab means ‘broad.’ It may well be a derogatory name for a prostitute.

Where in Jericho did she live?
This put her at special peril as the walls of Jericho are going to fall down! (In contrast to the 
Sunday School version, the bible does not tell us that all the walls fell down.) More 
importantly, the poorest of the cities population lived in rooms built into the walls. 

How did she hide the spies?
This tells us that Rahab is more that a prostitute, she is also running a small business 
processing �ax. 

Canaan is a land of city states inhabited by a mixed population collectively known as 
Canaanites. There is no overall government. Canaan was undergoing a time of crisis prior 
to the invasion of the land by the Israelites.  The wealth of the land had become centralised 
in a small percentage of the population. The vast majority of the people had been reduced 
to poverty. Many, trapped in debt had left the homes and land and formed outlaw band 
that lived on the fringes of society and cause trouble for the ruling class. These were 
known as the Hapurim

We know of their existence because of a series of letters written from Canaan to Egypt asking 
for military help to eradicate these bandits. (Amarna letters). Suddenly we have a new reason 
for Rahab to be in the position she is and a new reason that she should help the spies. 
Reading between the lines of the invasion account and subsequent history, it looks as if 
many of these disenfranchised poor, aligned themselves with Israel against their overlords. 

What are the dangers of a society in which wealth is unevenly distributed?

Part of the logic behind the Sabbatical year and the year of Jubilee was to prevent this kind 
of accumulation of wealth.

Read Joshua 2:17-24
What does Rahab have to tie from her window to ensure the safety of her family?
This is difficult – the word used for ‘cord’ is obscure, at least in its use for a rope. This is the 
only place in the Bible where it has this meaning. Elsewhere the word means ‘hope.’ She 
displayed ‘hope’ in her window. 
What do you think the bible is telling us here?




