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And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ-- the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 
Philippians 3:9
Whose righteousness?
How do we get it?

This is the bibles big idea about righteousness. That ultimately it is not something that is 
possible for humans to achieve on their own, it is only and can only be a gift from God. In 
Romans 4 Paul tells us that we become righteous exactly the same way that Abraham did. 
By believing God. Speci�cally by believing that Jesus died for our sins and rose from the 
dead for our justi�cation.

This righteousness comes because Jesus blood washes us clean from our sins.
This righteousness comes because Jesus gives us a new nature that can please God.

"He himself bore our sins" in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; "by his wounds you have been healed." 1 Peter 2:24
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21

But most of all this righteousness comes form impartation. That we receive Jesus 
righteousness, He takes our sins and gives us His holiness. This means that when God 
looks at us He does not see our broken imperfect righteousness, instead, He sees Jesus 
total righteousness and then treats us accordingly.
It is His righteousness that we are to seek Matthew 6:33
If this is the case how is Matthew 5:20 ful�lled?

This is great, but there are also two unfortunate outcomes from this.
Firstly because this is not a righteousness that we earned for ourselves, by our own hard 
work and is, to be honest, is too good to be true, we do not recognize it as genuine. It is.
Paul calls it ‘true righteousness and holiness.’ Ephesians 4:24. In fact, humans are 
incapable of perfect righteousness, so true righteousness can only come as a gift from 
God.

It is really important that we recognise ourselves as righteous before God.
If we think of ourselves as righteous how will we behave?
If we think of ourselves as sinners how will we behave?

If we think of ourselves �lthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep 
us away.  Isaiah 64:6 
Why?
What does this mean?

The other outcome is the opposite one. Because we are made righteous by faith, we think 
that any of the other kinds of righteousness, the ones that have featured in this study, are 
no longer important. So we stop pursuing righteousness.
Is this a good thing?

Because we are righteous we are to do righteous things.

What is righteousness?
Many of us struggle to explain some of the most basic ideas in the Christian life; Grace, 
faith and righteousness are good examples. Part of the reason for this is that these ideas 
are really quite broad in their meaning. They don’t just mean one thing. Usually, they are 
ideas with wide implications.

Jesus said
For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of 
the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:20
By saying this, Jesus acknowledged that the Pharisees had a claim to be called righteous 
and He also gave us a standard that our righteousness needs to be greater than that of the 
Pharisees.

Righteousness is:
The dictionary de�nes righteousness as: The quality of being morally right or just. 

What do you think of this as a de�nition?
Does it work for the Christian idea of  righteousness?

The Greek word for righteousness was originally used in business or legal situations. It meant 
to be aware and considerate of the needs of others. To be honest. To have integrity. To be 
upright and genuine in your dealings with others. It is the opposite of being self-centred.
What kind of a person does this describe?

What do you think of this de�nition?
Does it work for the Christian idea of  righteousness?

If the above is true then why is it important to be righteous?

How would you explain righteousness?

The Hebrew meaning of righteousness may surprise you.  The Hebrew is similar to the 
Greek and English, it means to be lenient, merciful honest and just. But in Hebrew it has an 
additional meaning: help that is given to the needy (what we could call aid, alms or charity) 
is called righteousness. So to do righteousness means to give to the needy.
In what way is this righteousness?

Jesus taught a great deal about giving to those in need. It was important to Him. 
How are you going to do righteousness?
Can you be righteous and not consider the needs of others?

If this is the kind of righteousness that Jesus is talking about in Matthew 5:20 then 
how is our righteousness going to exceed that of the Pharisees?



Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be �lled. Matthew 5:6 1 
Timothy 6:1, 2 Timothy 2:22
What does it mean to hunger and thirst for righteousness?

He who pursues righteousness and love �nds life, prosperity and honour. Proverbs 21:21
How do love and righteousness connect?

There seems to be an idea that righteousness is a cold austere thing. This may be because 
of the tendency noted above to see righteousness as the absence of sin. Or to see 
righteousness as a crusade against sin in the world around us. Righteousness condemns 
others. The only thing that matters is some rigid unbending moral code. Burn the sin and 
the sinner, It is about an unquestioning zealot 
It is this kind of idea that has given righteousness a bad name.
Do you see righteousness this way?
Is this what we mean by righteousness?
Can you have righteousness without love or compassion?

Righteousness always wants to do what is good and what is best. Righteousness is about 
�nding the best way forward. This is the kind of righteousness championed by Joseph in 
Matthew 1:19 and then by Jesus in His dealings with the downtrodden. 
Righteousness is supposed to lift people up not condemn them.
In our dealings with others, we are called to show compassionate righteousness and 
empowering righteousness.

To some who were con�dent of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, 
Jesus told this parable: Luke 18:9
What is self-righteousness?
What breeds it?
Why is it bad?

The very �rst use of the word righteousness in the Bible tells us something very profound 
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. Genesis 15:6
Righteousness is a gift from God. It comes from Him. 

Righteousness is not only what we are or what we do. It is also something we have.

Abraham is not alone in this regard.
But Phinehas stood up and intervened, and the plague was checked. This was credited to him as 
righteousness for endless generations to come. Psalm 106:30-31

This creates a contrast. 
What did Phinehas do to be credited righteousness?
The story is in Number 25. Phinehas upheld the law. When the Children of Israel were 
worshipping idols and committing immorality, he led the charge to stop them.

What did Abraham do to be credited righteousness?
Abraham believed God. He exercised faith. It is not only obeying the law that is linked to 
righteousness. Responding to God with belief and trust, in faith, and with love for God 
The Bible tells us that this is also how we become righteous. (Not by the Phinehas method).

For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed-- a righteousness that is by faith from �rst 
to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." Romans 1:17
Where does righteousness come from?
How is it found?

By the way, Jesus is not talking about this kind of righteousness, as doing good deeds is 
not the way into the Kingdom of God. Romans 11:6, Ephesians 2:9.

This verse immediately helps us understand righteousness.
In Matthew 5:20 righteous is what you are. It is a state of being. But righteousness is also 
what you do.

Which is more important?
How do the two link together?

The Bible is very clear that what you do cannot make you righteous. 
Does this mean that practical righteousness or acts of righteousness are not really 
righteousness and can be safely ignored?

Righteousness is relational. It is found in our interactions with others. Speci�cally how we 
treat each other.
According to this, a righteous person is….

Is this kind of righteousness the exclusive domain of Christians?
This does give a bit of a different edge to Matthew 5:20, Jesus is looking for us to be at the 
top of the rankings when it comes to righteousness.
To paraphrase: Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the other good people around 
you, then you are not doing Christianity right.

When people expect Christians to be righteous – what kind of righteousness are they 
looking for?

Righteousness is relational. For us righteousness is de�ned by and de�nes our relationship 
with God. If righteousness is found in the way that we respond to others then it is also true 
that righteousness is found in the way we respond to God.

And if we are careful to obey all this law before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us, 
that will be our righteousness." Deuteronomy 6:25
What is this verse saying?
Righteousness is.. 

What kind of commands is God talking about?

Righteous means being holy. It means not sinning or living a life that is free from sin. It 
means purity of heart and purity of life. 
Is not sinning an important aspect of righteousness?
Is not sinning a good enough to be righteous?

This is why it is so difficult to de�ne righteousness. You can never sin and yet not be 
righteous. Righteousness is a positive thing, it is less about what you don’t do and more 
about what you do do. Righteousness is living to please God.
Righteousness means to be right with God.
Righteousness means do right before God

What kind of things do you think will please God?
The Hebrew word for of righteousness also means to conform to a standard.
What is the standard?

The LORD detests the way of the wicked but he loves those who pursue righteousness. Prov 15:9
What do you think it means to pursue righteousness?
To pursue suggests the need for both priority and effort.
Do we do this?




